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institutions. The peculiar features of the mammoth institution 
of Great Britain, of the numerous joint-stock and private banks, 
and of the banks of Scotland and Ireland, — and there are many 
peculiarities in each, — are all enumerated and explained with 
the same laborious completeness. ' The work is as comprehensive 
and exact as the system which it elucidates. It offers proof 
enough that the disasters sometimes experienced by banks are 
not the fruits of ignorance or inevitable misfortune, but result 
from wilful infractions of a system of principles and a code of 
procedure which, when strictly adhered to, offer no more occa- 
sion for casualties than the business of an accounting clerk. Vio- 
lations of the rules are unfortunately too common ; but their fre- 
quency does not lessen their heinousness. Mr. Gilbart takes a 
high view of the moral responsibility of a banker, but not too 
high, considering the magnitude of the interests at stake, and the 
widely spread ruin that is often caused by disastrous manage- 
ment. The chapter on " the moral and religious duties of bank- 
ing companies" was first printed as a separate tract, and attained 
considerable circulation. From its simplicity and directness, and 
the large range of Scripture illustrations with which its precepts 
are enforced, it is well calculated to advance the high end which 
its author had in view. We can heartily commend the whole 
work to the attention of those who are immediately interested in 
banks, and of the commercial classes generally, throughout our 
country. A second edition has been called for within three 
months from the time of its first publication. 



3. — History and Geography of the Middle Ages, for Colleges 
and Schools. (Chiefly from the French.) By George 
Washington Greene, Author of " Life of Gen. Greene," 
" Historical Studies," etc. Part I. History. New York : 
D. Appleton & Co. 1851. 12mo. pp. 454. 

This work is the first of a series, in which the author proposes 
to embody the last results of historical research in the form of 
text-books suitable for the purposes of study in colleges and 
schools, and useful, as manuals of reference, to scholars and 
general readers. It is taken chiefly from a popular French work, 
which in its turn was prepared from the best German authorities ; 
but it seems to be singularly free from any marks 'of a foreign 
origin, and is, indeed, characterized by the ease and freedom of 
an original English work. It was the aim of the author to pre- 
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sent a correct idea of European society during that great period 
of transition from ancient to modern times, so well designated by 
the title of the Middle Ages. To accomplish such an object 
within the limits of a compendious text-book is obviously a task 
of great difficulty, requiring, along with an extended study and a 
thorough knowledge of the subject, a nice judgment and a rare 
tact and power of combination, to seize and take out from the 
mass of details belonging to so many countries, nations, and 
governments, only such as are essential, and to form these into a 
consistent and symmetrical whole. It seems to us, after a careful 
examination of the book, that the author has executed this diffi- 
cult task with unusual success ; and has presented, in clear out- 
line, a satisfactory exposition of all the important facts of medi- 
aeval history, and of the great influences which mingled with 
and controlled them. As an introduction to the study of the 
Middle Ages, it is all that can be desired; and as a manual of 
reference for advanced students in history, and even for those 
who have traversed the whole ground in detail, it cannot be 
otherwise than a most useful book. For readers of every class, 
the usefulness of the book is greatly increased by the felicitous 
and scholarlike manner in which it is written. It is refreshing 
and delightful to meet with a historical compend, treating so 
complex and difficult a subject as the Middle Ages, which wins 
and keeps your attention, and aids your memory, and helps you 
on through all the rugged task, by the proprieties and amenities 
of good writing. It is so in this little book. Its style is always 
natural and perspicuous, and always in good taste ; and in some 
descriptive passages, it is marked by that beautiful and highly 
finished diction, which characterizes the historical papers of Mr. 
Greene formerly published in this Review, and recently col- 
lected and republished under the title of " Historical Studies." 

The plan of the work seems to be well-conceived, and well- 
executed through all its parts. In a brief introduction, the author, 
after touching upon the two leading facts of the Middle Ages, 
the introduction into the European world of that new element, 
the barbaric race, and the influence of the Roman See, divides 
the whole epoch into four periods : " 1st. from the final division 
of the empire to Charlemagne, the period of permanent invasion, 
(395-800); 2d. from Charlemagne to Gregory VII., period of 
the second invasion, and of the feudal system, (800 - 1073) ; 
3rd. from Gregory VII. to Boniface VIII., period of pontifical 
influence, (1073-1294); 4th. from Boniface VIII. to the fall 
of Constantinople, period of the. restoration of royal power, 
(1294-1453.)" 

The various countries and important institutions belonging to 
these periods are then treated in distinct chapters. Thus, one 
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chapter is devoted to the Barbarians, another to the Anglo- 
Saxons, a third to Mahometanism, a fourth to the Crusades ; and 
so on. Thus, while the reader's attention is never diverted from 
those great movements which form the dividing lines of the 
whole epoch, the separate treatment of each subject in the period 
gains for it that unity and consecutiveness, and that independent 
character, so essential to create interest and produce clear and 
lasting impressions. With the accounts of political and religious 
movements are combined those general views of literature and 
manners which are needful to exhibit the condition of society, 
and to illustrate the passage from ancient to modern history. 
Chapter sixth presents a rapid sketch of Letters and Art from the 
invasion to the time of Charlemagne ; and the twentieth, the last 
in the book, completes the view, from Charlemagne's time 
down to the taking of Constantinople. 

The minor arrangements are admirably suited to the uses of 
the class-room. A clear, analytical summary is given at the 
head of each chapter, and its divisions and subdivisions form the 
headings of the sections and the paragraphs. This method faci- 
litates the assignment of lessons, and is of great service both in 
preparation and review ; on all accounts, it is preferable to the 
method of printed Questions and Answers. 

The last fifty pages of the book are occupied by Historical 
Tables, most elaborately prepared, and conveniently arranged. 
The first is a Synchronitic (Synchronical, or Synchronous ?) Ta- 
ble of the Middle Ages, containing the principal events, with 
their dates, pertaining to the History of Religion, to France and 
England, and to Europe, Asia, and Africa. There are full 
genealogical Tables of the ruling races and royal families, as for 
instance, the Merovingian Race, the Capetian Dynasty, the kings 
of England, and others. There are, besides, tabular views of 
certain historical subjects, of which it is very difficult to present 
or to get a clear conception in any other manner. For instance, 
the subject of the Three Caliphates, which every student of his- 
tory finds involved in confusion and difficulty, is here given in a 
tabular view, which puts before you, in a form simple and defi- 
nite, and easy of survey, all the essential facts. So too, the study 
of the Crusades is greatly facilitated by another tabular view, 
which compasses the whole ground, and mentions the leading 
persons and events. 

We understand that the present volume is soon to be followed 
by a smaller one, containing Part Second, on the Geography of 
the Middle Ages ; and that with this will be published a series of 
maps, prepared for the work on the basis of the admirable Atlas 
of Spruner. 



